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is autobiography just had to be writ-
Tt:n. This amazing woman has lived four
lifetimes of an ordinary woman and,
in doing so, has made a huge difference to
many hundreds, perhaps thousands, of lives.
Through grief and heart-
ache, Sue Liu has trav-
elled the world, loved
and lost, and then found
great friendships in vari-
ous countries.

Whenever an anniver-
sary of the loss of (say) her
mother, or a great friend oc-
curred, Sue would don her
backpack, and leave for an-
other third-world country to
explore, to discover if there
would be another project
in which she could be in-
volved. What a fortunate
life she has had, and is still
living. My head was spin-
ning at the end of the book,
considering all that she has
accomplished.

On the anniversary of
her mother’s death in 2004,
Sue packed her bags and set
out on an organised tour of
Sri Lanka. The tour guide is
Bruno, a young Tamil man,
who has been mentored by
a Catholic priest, who has begun a tourism venture
called Woodlands. This tour is Bruno’s first as a
tour guide, and he has great plans and ambition
to succeed. Woodlands provides localised tourism
services, introducing visitors to Sri Lankan food
and culture, through cooking demonstrations,
guided walks and local activities. Their focus is the
promotion of sustainability, fair trade, and the sup-
port and empowerment of women, and poor com-
munities in the Hill Country and, in particular, for
the people who live and work in the tea plantations.

Sue is very impressed with Bruno’s easy way
with people, and his real dedication to the commu-
nity in which he lives and works.

Back in Australia, Sue was glued to the TV,
as we all were, watching the Boxing Day Tsuna-
mi, an event of relentless horror. But Sue decid-
ed to do something about helping the people in
Sri Lanka, who were so devastated by the wave.
She contacted Bruno to spread the news about what
is needed in the coastal areas of Sri Lanka. Sue’s
many friends and colleagues (and their friends and
colleagues) begin to donate many items needed in
the recovery period following the wave.

Sue ended up sending a large container full of
the needed items. The logistics and organisation
that were needed for this mission matched Sue’s
talent, it appears, although I don’t think she re-
alised that she had the skills to deal with such a
huge project. “A tremor of excitement and fear runs
through my body. Oh Shit. What have I just done?
T've hit a nerve. People understand the urgency and
are ready to act immediately. I haven’t expected that,
so this is a rather impulsive kick-off, but it feels right

all the same. I had better get myself organised imme-
diately, because this appeal is happening.”

Sue needed to find an organisation tto load and
ship the huge amount of aid materials that her
friends and acquaintances donated. She arranges
this with an aid group and,
when the ship sails for Sri
Lanka, she boards a plane to
be there when the ship ar-
rives, to arrange the distribu-
tion of the goods.

Sue didn’t realise that it
will be months before she
saw the 75 boxes of goods
and, when she does, most of
them would be busted open,
and pilfered of all the good,
new items. All that is left
are the dregs, that fit into 25
boxes. The anger and disap-
pointment is palpable, and if
[ had been Sue, I would have
given up ever helping anyone
again, but not Sue.

She distributes what she
has to the people in need,
meantime working with Bru-
no and his community, to as-
sist in any way that she can.
She is a real humanitarian.
Most of us, who think about
helping on this scale, decide
that we are too busy, not
skilled enough, have too many ties etc. to do much
to help. Sue, however, has had a taste of what is it
like to be a real aid worker and, from now on, it is
part of her life to organise, and be at the head of,
many humanitarian appeals.

The highlight of her life is, no doubt, meeting |
Geraldine Cox, the founder of the Sunshine House
in Cambodia. They are kindred spirits, and have
a connection through a mutual friend, another
humanitarian who, sadly, was killed in the Under-
ground bombing in London.

The many trips that Sue makes to Cambodia are
both fulfilling and uplifting for her. She faces con-
troversy as well, when there is a push to close or-
phanages, like the Sunshine House, as it is deemed
that the children need to be fostered in their own
community, so as not to lose their cultural heritage.
The fear remains that these vulnerable children
will fall into dangerous and abusive environments,
if they are in the communities. Sunshine House is
a safe place, where the children learn skills to take
with them when they return to their communities.
Sue also spends time in PNG, where her skills and
her caring make a great difference to the people
with whom she lives.

All T can say after reading Sue’s story is, ‘What
a woman! She shows us how one person can make
such a difference in this world, and I am in awe that
she has been able to accomplish so much. An in-
spiring book.

CG.
See www.accidentalaidworker.com.au

MidCoast Council has announced a series of
‘Community Meetings’ to be held between 19 April
and 16 May across the Council Area.

The presentation will be structured around:
¢ - Customer Service.

¢ The Call Centre.
¢ How Council is working to improve information to
the community.

* The appointment of a new General Manager.

®  The ‘potential office relocation to the Master’s site:

»  Improvements to the road network,

¢ The Delivery and Operational Plans.

Last year’s extravaganzas’, which lasted around two
hours, were a solo performance by the slick Glenn Hand-
ford and were generally very poorly attended. In a number

of locations there were nearly as many Councillors and
Staff as community. At what cost was that .....0uch!

We understand this year’s shows will star the Acting
GM, Steve Embry, and, while not exactly a singing dancing
salesman or a show pony, it is expected he might gee up
marquee appeal. Mr Embry may share the stage (and the

limelight) with some other MldCO&St Councﬂ Directors

joining the cast.

Most shows are on after work starting at 6pm and peo-
ple will have a reasonable chance of attending, with the
exception of Forster, where that show starts at 9am. Sure-
ly some people work in Forster? Or is Council expecting
Forster fans to toe the line and do as they ve been told by

former GM Handford?

On a serious note ﬂns 1s your real opportumty to

attend and ask some serious questions and to voice
_ your opinions and concerns. If you want changes at
Council, you have to prov1de the context and the dl- ,
? reci]on ,

Enjoy the Show' '

The schedule is: .
e Taree Councrl Chambers ,
. Wednesday 18 April - - 6pm

. ,;Hallldays Point, Blackhead SLSC -
. "'Thursday 19 Apnl - 6pm .

. - : 7*','}0|d Bar, Club Old Bar

. lfMonday 23 Aprll -6pm
_» Wingham Services Club
. ;Monday 30 Aprll - 6pm ’
. Forster Councd Chambers
- .Tuesday1 May - 9am
e TeaGardens, Baptlst Church
- 7Monday7 May 6pm ' o
. Gloucester, Senlor C|t|zens Centre ,”,
"V'Wednesday 9 May - 5. 30pm

- Bulahdelah, School of Arts
. Thursday 10 May - 6pm

. ,Harrmgton, Functlon Centre

. Monday 14 May - 6pm ’

. ,Stroud School of Arts . .
. -Wednesday 16 May 6pm




